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Dear friends and Zoo Atlanta family,

You’ll notice the theme of our 2016 Annual 

Report is heart. We chose this theme for 

a remarkable and historic year because 

it’s an idea that encompasses so much 

of who we are, what we do, and what 

our community means to us. It’s also a 

fitting one-word symbol of the inspiring 

shared passion that drives the Zoo family 

to make our mark on the future in an era 

that represents a turning point for species 

around the world.

2016 was a year when we truly felt the love 

of the community. From record attendance 

of nearly 1 million, to the outstanding 

leadership of our Board of Directors and Leadership Council, to the tremendous 

helping hands of our Zoo Volunteers, to new journeys on our social networks, to 

a triumph for our Grand New View campaign, with 13 gifts of $1 million or more 

– these were the many faces of support for the Zoo. We greatly appreciate that 

support, and it inspires us daily.

I am very thankful for the Zoo’s strong and committed leadership team and for 

each of our sta�, who give of their own hearts every day to make Zoo Atlanta such 

a special place.

We hope you’ll enjoy these highlights of a year to remember. There was much to

celebrate in this 12-month period, but even more exciting is the bright future 

we have ahead of us. We’ve seen only the beginning of all that we’re able to do 

together, and we can only begin to imagine how far we’ll travel next.

Thanks for all you do for the Zoo!

Raymond B. King

President and CEO



2016 was a record-breaking attendance year for Zoo Atlanta, with nearly 1 million visitors. 

This attendance has been slightly surpassed only one other time in the Zoo’s more than 125-

year history: the year 2000, when giant pandas Lun Lun and Yang Yang made their debut 

and attendance was 1,003,649. 

Zoo attendance has grown steadily year over year since 2010, with growth of 48 percent 

over the past six years. The 2016 attendance of 997,996 exceeded 2015 visitation by more 

than 77,000 guests. 

THIS WILL DO A HEART GOOD

ZOO ATTENDANCE
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A SERIOUS  
HEART-TO-HEART.

Giant panda twins Mei Lun and Mei Huan became the 

fourth and fifth Zoo Atlanta-born pandas to travel to their 

parents’ homeland at the Chengdu Research Base of Giant 

Panda Breeding in China. Departing Atlanta on November 

3, the “Bamboo Besties” joined an international partnership 

dedicated to caring for and conserving their species. 

Jabari, the first rhino calf ever born at Zoo Atlanta, left  

the Zoo for a new home at the Lee Richardson  

Zoo in Garden City, Kansas, on May 2. Jabari’s  

move was a breeding recommendation  

from the Association of Zoos and  

Aquariums’ (AZA) Species Survival  

Plan® (SSP). 

HEARTS WENT  
WITH THEM
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In today’s fast-paced digital world, the message of the 

Zoo and its mission – and the way these messages are 

delivered and consumed – is ever-evolving as we bring 

new friends, fans and ambassadors into the international 

Zoo Atlanta family. 

Zoo Atlanta made its first foray into Snapchat at Brew 

at the Zoo presented by Groupon, followed by Sippin’ 

Safari presented by Georgia Natural Gas, the Zoo’s newest 

signature event for adults 21 and up.

New social programming included #WildlifeWildCard, 
a mystery “takeover” of Zoo social networks by animals, 

and November’s #Zoolection, a lighthearted look at the 

election that saw Shu�es the Aldabra tortoise emerge 

as President of the Zoonited States. Zoo Atlanta was 
awarded “Best Instagram” in Atlanta magazine’s Best  
of Atlanta 2016. 

THEY HEART US
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Zoo Atlanta introduced its first Camp 
Scholarship Program presented by Atlanta 

Fulton County Recreation Authority. The 

program invited 60 children from Title I 

Schools to enjoy a week of Summer Safari  

Day Camp at no cost. 

HEART IN THE  
RIGHT PLACE

In summer 2016, ahead of schedule and ahead of expectations, Zoo Atlanta celebrated a triumph  

for the Grand New View project, announcing a capital campaign total of $41 million against an  

original goal of $38.1 million. 

The Zoo has since raised a total of over $42.5 million for the project, which will see the historic 

Cyclorama building reborn as a one-of-a-kind special events destination overlooking an all-new 

African savanna. The savanna will triple the size of the Zoo’s African elephant habitat, forging a new 

reputation for leadership in elephant care and conservation. Grand New View is set to open in 2019. 

WE SET OUR HEARTS ON THIS

Zoo Atlanta joined the Georgia Aquarium in 

co-hosting the first-ever Joint Conference 
of International Veterinarians. The event 

brought together professionals from the 

American Association of Zoo Veterinarians 

(AAZV), European Association of Zoo 

and Wildlife Veterinarians (EAZWV) and 

the Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife 

Research (IZW). 

The conference was attended by more than 

500 veterinarians and over 100 veterinary 

students from nations around the world. 

A SERIOUS  
HEART-TO-HEART
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At a time when global pressures such as 

habitat loss, poaching and over-harvesting of 

wild animal populations threaten to rewrite 

the future for species around the world, and 

in an era in which the connections between 

people and the natural world are becoming 

increasingly more fragile, zoos are more 

relevant than ever before. 

Zoos are more than just contributors 
to conservation; they are a vital 
piece of the puzzle with unique 
opportunities to illuminate and act 
on strategies for preserving wild 
populations for future generations. 

Zoo Atlanta launched the new 

Quarters for Conservation 

program in 2016, building 

on an existing commitment 

to conservation by 

dedicating 25 cents of every 

general admission ticket to 

conservation programs for wildlife. Projects 

benefiting from the 2016-2017 program year 

were Elephants for Africa, the Golden Lion 

Tamarin Association and Project Golden Frog. 

THE HEART OF 
THE MATTER

WHY ZOOS MATTER
HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR CONSERVATION PROJECTS AND PARTNERS

WAYS WE HELP
Over 50 vertebrate species move one 

category closer to extinction each year 

due to factors such as habitat loss,  

over-use/poaching and disease.

1 in 5 
mammals are 
threatened

 1 in 8 birds are threatened

 1 in 3 amphibians are threatened

1 in 2 
plants are 
threatened

Panamanian golden frogs

  •  Rapid population decline 
due to chytrid fungus

  •  Zoo population used to 
rescue wild population

RESCUE 
POPULATIONS

Diamondback terrapins

  •  Rear o�spring from  
females who have been 
injured or killed by cars

  •  Partner with Georgia Sea 
Turtle Center for release

OFFSETTING  
THE THREATS

Western lowland gorillas

  •  OUR GORILLA 
POPULATION 
REPRESENTS 
THEIR WILD 
COUNTERPARTS, 
who are critically 
endangered due  
to habitat loss,  
poaching and  
mineral mining

AMBASSADORS

Giant pandas

  •  Zoo-based research has 
increased successful 
reproduction

  •  CONTRIBUTED 
MORE THAN $10 
MILLION TO PANDA 
CONSERVATION, 
SUPPORTING 8 
NATURE RESERVES

  •  Status improved  
from endangered  
to vulnerable

RESEARCH & 
SUPPORT

African elephants

  •  Create awareness of 
elephant decline  
due to  
ivory trade

EDUCATION

Golden lion tamarins (GLTs)

  •  1970s: Only 200 GLTs  
in wild

  •  Zoological population 
increased and managed 
as reservoir

          —  500 GLTs in 150  
zoos worldwide

  •  146 GLTs born in zoos 
reintroduced to Brazil

  •  WILD POPULATION 
INCREASED TO  
APPROXIMATELY 
3,000

REINTRODUCTION

EDUCATION

Palm oil

  •  Sustainable palm oil 
helps retain forests

  •  A�ects orangutans, 
sun bears, hornbills and 
many, many others

Georgia

Brazil

China

IndonesiaAfrica

Panama

13

ZOO
POPULATIONS 
ARE USEFUL & 
CRITICAL FOR 

CONSERVATION

Ambassadors

Reintroduction

Research

Back-up 
population
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The story of the future of wildlife and wild places is a story that’s still being told, and the chapters 

yet unwritten are the most important ones of all. What we do today – together as conservationists, 

educators, ambassadors, advocates and friends – will define who we are and what we preserve for 

future generations. 

The challenges facing endangered species don’t have to be stories of gloom and doom. They can be 

stories of hope, and the people and programs of Zoo Atlanta are committed to shaping these stories – 

stories that only we, with your help, can tell. 

Thank you for all you do for the Zoo! We look forward to having you with us as our story continues. 

NEVER LOSE HEART 
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Proof Of The Pudding by MGR
Pryor Fine Arts
Leigh Pursley
The Quin Hotel
Rathbun’s
Dawne Raulet
Ray’s Restaurant
The Recording Academy Atlanta
Redbrick Homes &   
 Development, LLC
Richards’ Southern Fried
Mark and Christy Roberts
Cherie Rumney
S&S Fire Pits
S&S Rug Cleaners, Inc.
Salle Opticians
Salon Carcica
Salvador Kitti
Santa Ana Zoo
Serenbe Trailriding
Shake Shack
Sherlock’s Wine Merchant -   
 Buckhead
Skin IQ MedSPA
Soiree Catering and Events

Sol Catering
The Sole Spa
Sounthern Ground
SouthStar Energy Services, LLC.
Stella & Dot
Sugarboo Designs
Sun Dial Restaurant
Anthony and Joanne Sutylo
Tents Unlimited, Inc.
Three Trees Unlimited
Ti�any & Company
Top Dog Golf Carts
Dr. and Mrs. R. Keith Tudor
The University of Georgia   
  College of Veterinary  
 Medicine
Urban Body Fitness
Urban Body Studios
Westin Peachtree Plaza
White Oak Kitchen & Cocktails
White Oak Pastures, Inc.
WIFH
Carolyn Winfrey
Woo Skincare & Cosmetics -  
 West Paces Ferry

The Legacy Society is 
comprised of individuals who 
have generously included Zoo 
Atlanta in their estate planning.

Anonymous
Tom and Suzanne Ballew
Jane Barron
Nelly Golarz de Bourne
Bill and Liz Cary
Avary and Gerry Doubleday
Philip and Judi Edwards
Paula S. Faulconer
Dr. Emile T. Fisher
Susan Foster
Jim and Ruth Gaulke
Dr. Sally Goza
Emily Bourne Grigsby
Polly Heyward
Steve and Nora Hughes
Patricia Isaacs
Matthew Kramer
Ted and Afton LaVallee
Fred and Joan LeMosy
Bill Maxwell

Marjorie J. McEntyre
Shawn Morgan and Todd Cano
McKee and Sally Nunnally
Bob and Mildred Petty
The Mabel Dorn Reeder   
 Foundation
Mark and Christy Roberts
Don and Peggy Rogers
Jessica Setzer and  
 Michael Makowski
Charles and Donna Sharbaugh
Milton and Anna Smith
Pat Smith
Thurmond Smithgall
Timothy and Isabelle Smock

Michael Anderson 
Eddy Benoit, Jr.
Justin Berman
Bill Cary
James Cheeks
Robert J. Cortelyou
Tye Darland
Cindy Davis
Bert Ellis
Andrew W. Evans

Andrea Farley
Nick Franz
Ron Frieson
Kathleen Goddard
Matt Gove
William Hill
Dr. Duane Jackson
David Kim
Beth Kytle Chandler

Allegra Lawrence-Hardy
Nathan Lewis
Art Martinez
Richard McPhail
Katie Miller
William Nemetz
McKee Nunnally 
Niv Persaud
John Ripoll

Mark Roberts
Gigi Rouland
Lovette Russell
Haywood Solomon
Mark Street
Justine Turpin 
Stephanie Vettese
Edwin A. Wahlen, Jr.
Larry Westbrook

Glenn Austin
Jorge Bazan
Rebecca Bily
Ginny Brewer
David Calhoun
Dan Campbell
Jennifer Castanet
Neil Collins
Randy Dalbey
Michael Dickerson
Jocelyn Dorsey
David Dorton
John Ethridge

Michele Garren
Kristen Gibbs
Steve Goodman
Josh Gunnemann
Burch Hanson
Scott Harrison
Jo Ann Herold
Gary Hickman
Je� Hilimire
Steve Hughes
Sonji Jacobs
Candace Johnson
Michelle Jones

Jim Kerr
Tim Lowe
José Martinez
David Mathews
David McElroy
Peter McGa�gan
Ward Morse
John O’Neill
Whitney Ott
Bharath Parthasarathy
Mary Clancy Peak
Derek Porter
Andrew Powell

Chip Presten
Brent Reid
Dana Sample
Marc Schneidau
Kim Seals
Charlie Sharbaugh
Emily Sharbaugh
Holly Sims
Moira Vetter
Adam Walker
Don Wilson

LEADERS AFTER OUR OWN HEART 

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2016 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of this document. If we have omitted anyone or made any errors, please 
accept our sincere apologies and contact 404-624-5886 so that we may correct our records.

18



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

Writer/Copy Editor: Rachel Davis
Senior Director of Creative Services: Richard Hezlep
Design: Staci Richards
Photos: Adam K. Thompson

ZOOATLANTA.ORG
#ONLYZOOATL


